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I hate earthquakes! I've lived in Japan for almost five
years, and even though I'm almost used to them, I still
don't like them. Even the small ones! My hometown
in Ohio almost never gets earthquakes. In twenty-
three years living there, I remember ONE. That one
was so small though that most people didn't feel it. I
was sitting in my room and saw my mirror move a
bit. I didn't know what it was so I just assumed it was
the wind from the open window. Actually, the only
reason many people knew there was an earthquake
was because it was on the news that night. It was
very small so of course there was no damage, but it
was on the news because it is so rare for our area to
experience earthquakes. This is probably why I still
get scared during them. Last month's earthquake really
scared me. My friends and I were downtown in Obihiro.
We thought it was kind of small, but all of a sudden the
earthquake got much stronger! We heard glasses falling
off tables and shattering on the floor. Luckily other than
the few glasses that fell, there was no other damage
to our friend's bar. When we went back to my other
friends house we found his toaster oven on the floor and
the door on it broken. Glasses and dishes would have
fallen also, but luckily his cabinet doors stayed closed.
I'm really glad that I was with my friends that night.
Maybe one day I will get used to earthquakes, but I
don't think so.
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