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Happy holidays! I hope everyone is enjoying their winter
vacations. My winter vacation is going to be spent
snowboarding and relaxing at onsens with friends. What
about your holidays? Will you travel somewhere? Stay
at home and relax? Go to your family's house? In the
U.S., Christmas is the holiday we spend with family.
New Years, on the other hand, is usually a time for
friends and exciting parties. My family would always
open presents on Christmas Eve. On Christmas morning,
we would go to my grandma's house for a huge family
dinner with aunts, uncles, cousins, everyone! And of
course, we would open more presents. On New Years, I
always met my friends and we would have a huge party.
Another difference between the US. and Japan is that
we usually send Christmas cards to family and friends.
We don't send New Year cards. Many Christmas cards
will have sayings like "Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year" or "Happy Holidays'. But we still send them
around Christmas and call them Christmas cards. They
are usually sent at the beginning of December
That way people can display them in their o@
houses around Christmas time. Many people 4
keep them displayed on a shelf or hung on the
wall until about New Years. So even though

our traditions may be different, I hope you
all have a wonderful winter holiday!
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