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Congratulations to all the graduates! Whether you
graduated from elementary, jr. high, high school,
or university, this is the time to start the next step
in your life. And for those of you who are getting
transferred, I wish you the best of luck in you new
job and new town! When I first came to Japan, I
was surprised by how often people have to move
because of their jobs, but I quickly learned about
Japan's system of transferring to a new city every
few years. It was quite interesting to me. While it is
true that people get transferred in the U.S., it
doesn't happen anywhere near as often. A good
example is teachers. I went to the same high
school that my dad had gone to. By the time I went
there, several teachers were almost ready to retire,
and I soon found out that four, yes FOUR, of my
teachers had also been my dad's teachers twenty
years earlier. In the U.S. many people who change
jobs or locations do so because THEY want to, not
because of transfers. I guess this is just one of the
many interesting cultural differences I have come
to learn about Japan.
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