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Japan and the U.S. have many different holidays. The U.S.
celebrates Memorial Day in May and Thanksgiving in
November. While Japan celebrates Children's Day in  May
and Culture Day in November. But both countries do share
some of the same holidays, even though they are sometimes
celebrated a little differently. For example, the U.S. and Japan
both celebrate Christmas, Valentine's Day, Mother's Day, and
April Fools' Day. Did you know that, much like Christmas
and Valentine's Day, April Fools' Day is celebrated in many
countries around the world? This holiday is also celebrated in
Canada, the UK, France, Italy, South Korea, South Africa and
others. Some countries call it All Fools' Day and some have it
at different times of the year, but it's still the holiday to play
practical jokes. In some countries jokes are only played until
around midday. In countries like Italy, France, and Belgium
children put paper fish on each other's backs as a trick
and yell "April fish" But why do we celebrate this holiday?
Actually, we don't really know the exact origins. Some
people say it comes from the Roman festival of Hilaria, held
in March or the Medieval Feast of Fools, held in December.
Others say that it comes from the change in the calendar that
moved New Year's Day to January lst. Before that change,
New Year's was celebrated in the spring. After the change,
people who still celebrated New Year's on different days in
the spring were called fools. So this year will you be the one
to play pranks on your friends or will you be the receiver of
your friends' jokes?
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