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Ans Drans
It's getting warmer and warmer. It's still spring, but I already
can't wait for BBQs and camping trips this summer. But when
is summer? I always thought the easiest way to describe
summertime was saying it was June, July, and August. Or
does it start around June 20th when the summer solstice
occurs? In many places in America, summer unofficially
starts the last weekend of May. This weekend is always a
three day weekend called Memorial Day weekend. Memorial
Day is always the last Monday in May. This day honors the
men and women who have died while serving in the United
States military. It started after the Civil War to honor those
who died during the war, but in the early 20th century it
became a holiday to remember all men and women who died
at any time while in the service. Many people visit cemeteries
to honor those who have died. Often times volunteers put
small American flags on the graves of soldiers in national
cemeteries. That is the real meaning behind Memorial Day.
For many though, the long weekend also signals the start
of summer. Many people have their first BBQs during this
weekend. People also go to the beach, and people open their
pools for the first time after the long winter. Many towns also
have fireworks during this weekend. In some towns, there
are even small parades. So how about in Japan? Does summer
start on a specific date? Or on a certain holiday?
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